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Wednesday, December 16,  
2015 
* Harvey Webster:  speaker 

Wednesday January 20,  2016 
* John Holman:  speaker  

Wednesday, February 17, 2016 
* Monthly meeting 

Saturday, March 5, 2016 
* Film Festival 

 

 

    Upcoming Events 

Promoting Knowledge of cold water fisheries, 
fish habitat, conservation and stream ecology 

  Outings & Classes 

* Fly Tying Classes 
Plan on attending our classes 
that start February 10, 2016 
7 to 9 pm, Member rate:  $60  

Sign up with  a buddy.   
Call to sign up at 216-231-1177  

 December Speaker and Dinner 
 Wednesday,  December 16, 2015            
 Harvey Webster will speak on:               
 “The Bold and Beautiful:   
 The Transformed  Museum” 

 

 
If you missed the inspirational presentation given by April Vokey provided at our No-
vember meeting or if you are new to the artful sport of fly fishing and are interest in 
learning about the history, allure, and worldwide opportunities to wet a line with like-
minded people, I encourage you to go to http://www.aprilvokey.com/ and do a little 
browsing; it will be time well spent.   

After many successful years serving as our Outings & Education Committee Chair 
Bill Grake has stepped down.  During his tenure, Bill provided a wealth of fly-fishing 
knowledge and opportunities for fishing to both the Trout Club and Jr. Trout Club.  
We would like to thank Bill for his years of service to the Club, his easy going, can do 
attitude, made his work look easy.  Stepping up as the new Outings & Education 
Committee Chair is Jim Lampros.  Jim has been obsessed with fly fishing for quite 
some time and was the Fishing Manager at the Orvis Store, outfitting anglers, lining 
up outings, and guiding until a few years back.   

I would also like to introduce Mr. Richard Goddard, our new Club Secretary, who 
brings his with his organizational skills, attention to detail, and sense of humor.  And 
Mr. Kendrick Chittock, our new Conservation Chair, who is well positioned to lead 
our conservation efforts in the community.  

Wishing all a Happy Holiday Season. 

Eric Baumann   President 

For Reservations go here: 
https://account.cmnh.org/auxiliary/Reserve.aspx?p=11828 



    Fish Stories  - HF Bar Ranch 

            By Toni Jelenic   
 
 Our group, consisting of Phil Murphy, Rick Cooper, Gary Amondola and myself’ departed Cleveland on Monday Au-
gust 17th  for our trip to the HF Bar Ranch in Saddlestring, Wyoming. We had purchased the trip at the Trout Club Banquet in 
2014. After flying into Billings, Montana, we drove south for approximately 2 ½ hours to our destination.  
 The HF Bar Ranch is a “dude ranch” situated on 9000 acres bordering Wyoming’s Bighorn National Forest and has 
been named as one of the “1,000 Places to See Before You Die”. It is home to hundreds of horses as well as one cute donkey 
named Murphy (no relation to our Phil). Rock Creek Rod and Gun Shop is the fly shop located on the property. It is more a bar 
than a true fly shop. The rustic atmosphere makes for a great place to stop in for a drink, listen to music or swap stories about 
the one that got away.  
 Tuesday morning we met our guides at the fly shop and departed on a 2 hour trip to an upper section of the Red Fork 
of The Powder River. We would be fishing near a remote pass in the Big Horn Mountains which was once the hideout of 
Butch Cassidy and The Sundance Kid. What a feeling to be fishing with the ghosts of The Hole in The Wall Gang! The morn-
ing started out rather chilly and the fish were sluggish. Once the water had time to warm up, the fish became more aggressive 
and we all caught our share of wild browns and rainbows. We fished hoppers with droppers and caught fish on both although I 
think more were caught on the hoppers. 
 On day 2, we fished a middle section of the Red Fork of The Powder River. The first thing the guides told us when we 
arrived was to be very alert because we were in rattlesnake country. Fortunately we didn’t run across any of them.  As was the 
case on Tuesday, the fishing started out a little slow and became very good as the day wore on. Access in this section was 
somewhat difficult as we had to slide down a steep bank to get to the stream on almost the entire section. Most of the fish were 
caught on hoppers.  
 For our final day of fishing we went to Piney Creek which was located about ½ hour from the ranch. The fishing there 
was quite different from the Red Fork as the water was bigger, faster and full of slippery rocks and boulders. A wading staff 
was most helpful on this creek. The fish were not as plentiful as the Red Fork but there were a number of large rainbows and 
browns to be caught. Once again, hoppers were the most effective.  
 In summary, the back country private water fishing was something to behold. We found gentle currents that swept past 
grassy undercut banks as well as an assortment of riffles which emptied into deep clear pools…a trout fisherman’s delight. 
 The accommodations at the ranch were very rustic, yet comfortable. We found the staff, guides and ranch hands to be 
very pleasant and personable. My only regret is that we were too tired after a long day of fishing to go on the evening horse-
back ride. This would really have completed the “Dude Ranch Experience”!  

Rick with monster 6” trout   Butch Cassidy and The Sundance Kid hid in them thar hills 



Jan Featured Speaker:  Harvey Webster   
 “The Bold and Beautiful:  The Transformed Museum” 
   Wednesday, December 16, 2015 
6:00 P.M. Cocktail Hour      7:00 P.M. Dinner      7:30 P.M. Program 

   December Speaker and Dinner 

The cost of the dinner and program is $25.00 or $35 nonmember payable online 
when you make your reservation at CMNH.ORG.   Register by:  December 11, 2015. 
Or Nonmembers:  Call the box office at (216) 231-1177 and use your credit card.   

 Reservations for Dinner and Harvey Webster 

Registration Hint:   Members have been 
given a temporary registration.  You must 
reset your password prior to logging on.   

 Go to the Museum’s home page at https://www.cmnh.org/  
 Click on the “Calendar” button in the upper right corner (it’s under the shopping cart symbol) 

 In the calendar on the right side of the page, navigate to the month of December , if needed,  

Join us for an evening with Harvey Webster, Director of Wildlife Resources and Honorary Co-Chair of the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History’s Centennial Campaign, Harvey has a crucial role in the development 
of the Museum’s transformation. He serves as a campaign spokesperson throughout the community and is 
overseeing the design and installation of the New Perkins Wildlife Center.   

Harvey will present the Museum’s bold and innovative plans to reinvent the Museum’s campus, allowing the 
Museum to bring science to life for visitors of all ages. With discoveries at every turn, new exhibits will pique 
visitors’ curiosity and inspire a passion to learn more about science and nature. The Museum’s world-
renowned collections and research by Museum curators will become part of the visitor experience through 
windows and views into the collections and labs — a truly unique opportunity to interact with real science. 
The new facilities will be a model of energy-efficient and sustainable building technology. Through state-of-
the-art classrooms, laboratories and galleries, the Cleveland Museum of Natural History is building for the fu-
ture of the community — educating and inspiring the citizens and scientists of tomorrow. 

       Then click on Wednesday the 16th.  On the next page, scroll down to “Trout Club Monthly Meeting” and 
click on it. 

 Alternatively, https://account.cmnh.org/auxiliary/Reserve.aspx?p=11828 will take you directly to the 
 reservation page.  

 (Please note: Registration is required one week in advance.     No registrations or payments will be       
 accepted at the door). 



   A Short History of Trout Club Outings 

Jim Lampros has taken on the committee for Trout Club Outings and Education.  Below is a 
short list of many of the outings that have been successful over the years.  Please take a look and 
send Jim a note at jllampros@gmail.com  to let him know what trips, new or old,  would be of in-
terest  to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Overnight and fishing at Wayne Harpster’s Evergreen Farm on Spruce Creek,  Pa.  Stayed in loft.  about 20 signed up and sold 
out.  They were held about 10 years ago. 

  Trip and overnight for couples at the Allenbury Resort in Carlisle, Pa.  This resort is on the banks of the Little Breeches stream.  
There is a dinner theater for evening theater and cool shopping in town,  plus  fishing  the Yellow Breeches, Boiling Springs, and the 
nearby Latort. .  This was an annual event until late 1990s when Gordon Sutton, who put the trip together, left the club.  Always a 
sellout with 20 plus couples.  

  Day trip to Elk Creek Pa.  for steelhead.  Usually 8-12 participants.  Not held recently.   

  Sunday luncheon at Bert Carlisle's Farm near the Brokenstraw River.  Fishing on Cold creek for Green Drakes.  Always on June 
1 +or -.   30 plus members typical.  Suspended  about 3 years ago.  This was sometimes preceded on Friday by a camping trip to Oil 
Creek for the sulphur hatch .  

     Fall Steelhead fishing and seminar by Ara Hamamjian on the Rocky River.  Lunch at West End Tavern.  This outing has 
slipped from 25 plus to 5 or 10 folks.  Blown out river,  bad weather , spotty fishing has taken it's toll.  George Vosmik hosted. 

    Steelhead fishing on the Grand, Payne, or Chagrin sponsored by Steve Madewell of the Lake County Metroparks.  Steve was 
transferred to Toledo several years ago.  Usually 20 sign ups and lunch at the Strong Cabin overlooking the Grand near Hogsback 
Ridge.   

    Float trip down the Pere Marquette for steelhead, browns, and Chinook.  We were guided and stayed at a lodge by a guy named 
Nicholson.  Member, Mark Sudduth was our host and entertainment.   

    There was a group that went to the Au Sable in Michigan every spring for the early hatches at Rusty Gate’s Lodge.  Member,  
Norm Hyams promoted this trip.    He also took a few to the Big Horn in Montana for the pmd hatch each year.    

    Overnight trip to South Fork of the Holston River in Tennessee.  This is a premiere tailwater with both wading and floating 
options, 1 days drive from Cleveland.  This outing put together by Bill Grake did not have enough sign-up but may be worth another 
try.  This river is a good as the Big Horn but 1500 miles closer.   A cabin near the river has been auctioned at the banquet.   

    Two day overnight trip to Elk Creek in West Virginia fishing lodge near Snowshoe Mountain.  Nice facility,  6 to 8 participants 
for a couple of years.  George Vosmik hosted this outing.   

    Cast and Blast at Rockwell Springs Trout Club in Castalia, Ohio.  This was a popular overnight trip with two days of fishing plus  
a morning of sporting clays at W & R Hunt Club.  The organizing and evening dinner entertainment was provided by past member Ken 
Kuents.   
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The  Lampros Fishing Report by Jim Lampros

 

Fall fishing for steelhead has been especially tough this year. 
Most are citing a decreased return of fall fish attributed to the 
lack of rain and lower than average flows on Northeast Ohio 
tributaries. On most days we have worked very hard and cov-
ered a lot of water for a handful of hookups, but we are not tak-
ing for granted the fish that do come to hand! One interesting 
thing I have noticed this fall, as have others, is an incredible 
abundance of Emerald Shiners in the rivers. We are seeing bait 
balls many miles upstream from the lake. Some wonder if this is 
effecting the fishing as well. Pennsylvania and New York tribu-
taries such as Elk Creek have fared a little better with numbers 
of fish and when conditions have been good have yielded better 
angling success. 

A week-long pattern of wet weather could have a very positive 
impact on fishing for the remainder of the fall season, with the 
mild winter predicted due to the El Nino system in effect. This 
week, with the rain, the fishing is improved and good fishing is 
expected during the month of December. 

See more of Jim Lampos’s adventures at: 
www.floodplainsmag.com 


