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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM  
OF NATURAL HISTORY  
AT A GLANCE



The Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History is one of 
the finest natural history 
museums in North America. 
It is world-renowned for 
its scientific discoveries, 
research and impressive 
collections that shape 
its galleries, exhibits and 
educational outreach 
programs. The Centennial 
Campaign for The Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History 
enables the Museum to 
reconstruct and expand 
its 50-year-old facility 
transforming it into a bold and 
innovative place that inspires 
people’s passion to learn more 
about science and nature.
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• $150 million Centennial Campaign will enable  
 the Museum to expand and transform every  
 part of its campus for its Centennial in 2020.

• The renovated and expanded Museum will  
 function as a powerful, engaging, exciting and  
 educational experience for all visitors.

• The Museum showcases its science by 
 bringing curators, scientists, collections and 
 labs out of the basement and integrating them 
 into the visitor experience.

• The expanded Museum will house a unique  
 integration of galleries, collections, labs and  
 research that showcases its world-renowned  
 assets and discoveries and creates an  
 interactive learning experience for visitors.

• Classrooms and educational spaces will  
 be incorporated into the galleries greatly  
 enhancing the learning experience.

• The project will be completed in three phases.  
 Phase 1 opened to the public in 2016   
 and includes the new 300-space parking  
 garage, the Sears Garden, and the new Ralph  
 Perkins II Wildlife Center & Woods   
 Garden - Presented by KeyBank.

CENTENNIAL  
CAMPAIGN  
HIGHLIGHTS



• $12 million annual budget

• 39 consecutive years of a balanced  
 operating budget

• $150 million endowment

• $0 debt

• 8,200 active members

• 260,000 average annual visitors  
 (general admission, educational  
 and public programming)

• 105 full-time employees

• 10 Ph.D. curators on staff

• nearly 25,000 volunteer hours

• Over 74,000 students instructed through  
 school and youth programs, including  
 interactive Video Conferencing, representing 
 50 states and 7 countries around the world

• 5 million artifacts and specimens in the  
 permanent collection

• 7,700 acres of natural preserves

• 1920 – Year the Museum was founded on  
 Public Square in Cleveland, Ohio

• 1958 – Year the Museum moved to its  
 current location on Wade Oval Drive  
 in University Circle

THE MUSEUM  
BY THE NUMBERS 
(ANNUALLY)
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• Discovery

• Collections

• Nature

• Education

• Community

KEY 
IMPACT 
AREAS
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Lucy
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Discovery is a driving force behind  
the work — and mission — of the 
Museum. Museum scientists continue 
to explore and educate others on 
understanding natural history. Some 
original discoveries include:

• “Lucy,” one of the most important fossil finds  
 in human evolutionary studies, was made  
 by former curator Dr. Donald Johanson. This  
 Australopithecus afarensis demonstrated modern  
 upright walking in a 3.2 million-year-old  
 female hominin.

• “Ardi,” the partial skeleton of a 4.4 million- 
 year-old Ardipithecus ramidus, was discovered  
 by Dr. Yohannes Haile-Selassie, curator of  
 physical anthropology. “Ardi” had feet, pelvis,  
 legs and hands suggesting that this hominid  
 could move about in the trees and walk like a  
 human. “Ardi” was named the “Breakthrough  
 Discovery of the Year” by the journal Science  
 in 2009.

• A new horned dinosaur, Mercuriceratops  
 gemini, was found in 2014 by Dr. Michael Ryan,  
 curator of vertebrate paleontology, based on  
 fossils collected from Montana and Alberta,  
 Canada. It was approximately 6 meters (20 feet)  
 long, weighed more than 2 tons, and lived  
 77 million years ago.

• The Haplocanthosaurus dinosaur, discovered  
 by a Museum crew in 1954, is one of the most  
 complete examples ever found of this 70-foot- 
 long sauropod. 

• 19 new speedy praying mantis species that 
 hide and play dead to avoid capture were 
 discovered in Central and South American 
 tropical forests in 2014 by Dr. Gavin Svenson, 
 curator, invertebrate zoology.



COLLECTIONS 

Our holding of 5 million artifacts and 
specimens in the permanent collection 
plays an important role in understanding 
life on Earth.
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• The Hamann-Todd Osteological Collection is  
 the world’s largest collection of documented  
 human and primate skeletons. It contains  
 more than 3,000 human skeletons, 1,000  
 primate skeletons and records on 3,600  
 human cadavers. Every year, hundreds  
 of scientists, doctors, forensic investigators  
 and other specialists use the collection  
 for research. 

• The Museum owns a first edition four-volume  
 set of Birds of America, by John James  
 Audubon. One of only 109 complete sets in  
 the world, this masterpiece is on display  
 in a state-of-the-art exhibit.

• The Museum’s archaeologists primarily focus  
 their research on ancient Native American  
 societies of the Ohio region. The department’s  
 collections contain 750,000 artifacts from  
 more than 3,000 sites.

• The Jeptha Wade Gemstone Collection  
 is among the most comprehensive collection  
 of gems in North America.

• Armored Dunkleosteus Devonian fish, named  
 after former Museum curator Dr. David 
 Dunkle, is the flagship of the largest collection 
 of late Devonian arthrodires and sharks in the 
 world. The fossil was found in the  
 Cleveland Shale.

• Balto, the world-famous Husky who led  
 his team on the final leg of the 1925 lifesaving  
 serum run to Nome, AK, is on permanent  
 display. His remains were mounted by a  
 taxidermist and donated to the Museum.



EXPLORE 
NATURE 

The Museum works to preserve  
nature before it is lost to development  
or invasive species. 
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• The Museum protects and stewards a network  
 of 47 natural areas in Ohio on more than  
 7,700 acres of biologically diverse habitats.

• River otters, bald eagles, turkey vultures,  
 bobcats and foxes all live in the Ralph 
 Perkins II Wildlife Center & Woods Garden- 
 Presented by KeyBank. The wild residents 
 teach visitors about our relationship with the 
 natural world around us. Live animal programs 
 are held daily.

• The Botany Department’s 75,000-specimen  
 Herbarium focuses on plants native to Ohio  
 and northwestern Pennsylvania. It includes  
 specimens from almost every state, as well as  
 Europe, South America, Asia and Australia.

• The Museum’s Perkins Wildlife Center  
 pioneered artificial insemination as a tool  
 to facilitate captive breeding of bald eagles,  
 becoming the first institution in the world to  
 accomplish this feat. The resulting eaglets  
 were fostered into wild nests to help stabilize  
 the eagle population in Ohio.

• The Museum’s GreenCityBlueLake Institute  
 is dedicated to creating Northeast Ohio  
 communities that demonstrate how urban  
 revitalization can work with nature. 



EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS 

The Museum inspires children,  
students and people of all ages  
to embrace science.

77CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 100% SCHEMATIC DESIGNDISCOVERY CENTER
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• Each year, over 70,000 students  
 receive on-site and off-campus instruction  
 on specialized topics from archaeology  
 to zoology…from human evolution to  
 human health.

• Area school districts turn to the Museum to 
 enhance their own classes on topics 
 presented by our experts. Museum educators 
 also present outreach program at schools 
 whose ability to travel to the Museum is 
 limited by budget.

• Beyond this immediate region, Museum 
 educators offer live two-way instruction 
 every day from two high-tech distance 
 learning studios to schools throughout Ohio, 
 the United States and beyond.

• The Museum offers internships in several 
 scientific disciplines to high school and 
 college students, and graduate students 
 from universities throughout the world 
 conduct research under the guidance of  
 our curators.

• The “Inspire: Reach Every Child” program is  
 a partnership with the Cleveland Metropolitan  
 School District (CMSD). Second grade  
 students visit the Museum for a full day  
 of experiential learning. The program is  
 integrated into CMSD’s science curriculum  
 and meets Ohio’s Academic Content 
 Standards in science. Afterward, students 
 and their families are invited back for a 
 special family day visit at the Museum.

• The Smead Discovery Center is the Museum’s  
 hands-on learning and activity center. It’s an  
 intergenerational space designed for visitors  
 of all ages to enjoy together. 

77CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 100% SCHEMATIC DESIGNDISCOVERY CENTER



COMMUNITY 

For nearly 100 years, The Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History has had  
a lasting impact in Northeast Ohio  
and beyond.
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• Like the other great cultural institutions  
 in University Circle, the Museum makes 
 Cleveland an inviting and more attractive 
 place to live, work and play.

• During CircleFest and on Martin Luther  
 King Jr. Day, the Museum opens its doors  
 to the community by offering free admission.

• The Museum partners and collaborates with  
 local schools, universities and businesses. 

• In 2015-16, 288 dedicated and passionate 
 volunteers generously served nearly  
 25,000 hours.

• The Museum is dedicated to serving the  
 community surrounding its home in  
 University Circle. The Museum worked with 
 the Cleveland Public Library to make general  
 admission tickets available through check-out  
 areas at select branches. This initiative  
 provides library patrons with the ability to  
 visit the Museum at no cost, fostering  
 opportunities for educational programming  
 connections between the Museum and local  
 public library branches.

• The Museum supports local non-profits and 
 community organizations with in-kind 
 donations for their fundraising efforts by 
 providing tickets for admission to the Museum.
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For more information about the 
Centennial Campaign, contact: 

Sonia Winner  
Chief Development Officer 
216-231-4600, Ext. 3288 
swinner@cmnh.org 

Sheryl Hoffman
Leadership Giving
216-231-4600, Ext. 3310
shoffman@cmnh.org

Visit us online at www.cmnh.org


