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TRAVEL PROGRAM INVITATION

The Art of Science: A Book Lover's Tour of England and Wales
with 

Wendy Wasman, Librarian and Archivist

September 13-22, 2016

Some of the greatest treasures of natural history books have their origins in Great Britain. Edward Lear, John 
Gould, Mark Catesby, and many of the other masters of natural history writing and illustration lived and worked 
in England and Wales. This tour will explore the museums and libraries where many of the original masterpiec-
es are held, seek out the antiquarian bookshops that specialize in the literature of natural history, and follow in 
the footsteps of the authors and illustrators as they observed and explored the natural world around them. You 
will see examples of the finest in natural history book illustration: fore-edge paintings, hand-colored lithographs, 
woodcuts, copper engravings and etchings, and beautiful bindings.

HIGHLIGHTS

LONDON

Our journey begins in London, where we’ll enjoy guided tours of the rare book collections in the Natural History 
Museum, London, and the Royal Zoological Society, one of the UK’s largest repositories of animal images, and an 
absolute must-see while in London.

At the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, the world’s most famous botanic garden, we’ll get a chance to visit the library and 
see the Kew Illustrations Collection, which includes prints and drawings from the great masters of botanical illustra-
tion of the 18th and 19th centuries.

We will gather in the archives and library of the Linnaean Society, the world’s oldest biological society, and we’ll trek 
to the Victoria and Albert Museum to see the largest collection of Beatrix Potter’s watercolors, many of which focus 
on natural history.

We won’t leave London without spending time exploring the many bookshops along Charing Cross Road and, of course, 
we’ll take in some of the highlights of London, including a boat ride along the Thames, Covent Garden, a night at the 
theater, and a bird’s-eye-view of this great city from atop the London Eye.
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OXFORD

No book-lover’s tour is complete without a visit to Oxford, where 
we’ll tour the Bodleian Library, the Oxford Museum of Natural 
History, and the Ashmolean Museum of Art and Architecture, 
erected in 1678 to house the cabinet of curiosities that Elias 
Ashmole gave to the University of Oxford.

If time permits, we’ll visit Oxford Museum of Science, which houses 
an unrivaled collection of early scientific instruments.

CARDIFF (WALES)

Our excursion continues in Wales, where we’ll visit the National Museum in Cardiff, home of the Willoughby 
Gardner collection of early natural history books. Included in the collection are two incunables (pre-1501 
editions) of Pliny’s Natural History, as well as a number of writings of Conrad Gesner, the Swiss naturalist whose 
five-volume Historiae Animalium (1551–1558) is considered the beginning of modern zoology. The Museum 
also contains the Vaynor Collection, which consists of a number of 16th- and 17th- century astronomical works, 
including several of the writings of Galileo.  

HAY-ON-WYE (WALES)

Just a few hours north of Cardiff is the little village of  
Hay-on-Wye, known around the world as the town of books. 
There are close to thirty antiquarian bookshops to explore in this 
mecca for bibliophiles. We could spend a year here, but we will 
have 2 full days to poke around.

CAMBRIDGE AND KENT

On our way back to London, we will visit Cambridge and the Cambridge University Library where many of Sir Isaac 
Newton’s writings are housed.  At Christ’s College, Darwin’s alma mater at Cambridge, we will see many reminders 
of the great naturalist.

We will also visit Kent, where Darwin lived for 40 years with his family at Down House.  It is here that he devel-
oped his theory of evolution by natural selection, and we’ll follow in Darwin’s footsteps along the Sandwalk, 
where he did much of his thinking.

This trip will begin September 13 in London and conclude September 22 in London.
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 PRICE: $3950.00 per person (sharing twin room/$950.00 single supplement).

Price is subject to currency fluctuations and the final itinerary.   
Reservations are required by April 1, 2016 and are limited to 24 travelers.

Includes:

• 9 nights accommodation in 4+ star hotels including VAT and breakfast

• 1 welcome dinner in London with wine

• 1 farewell dinner in London with wine

• 1 Pub dinner in Hay-on-Wye

• An evening at a West End theater

• Museum and house visits as per the itinerary

• Ground transportation throughout the itinerary

• Local experts in their fields of expertise as guides

• Luggage handling, local taxes and service charges

• Expertise of Wendy Wasman, librarian and archivist, CMNH

• Services of Karen Carr Tailored Creative Travel for on-site and off-site materials and documentation

Does not include:

• International airfare

• Tips to local guides and drivers

• Meals and beverages not specified in the itinerary

For further information and registration materials, please contact:

Karen Carr,  Tailored Creative Travel 

(440) 448-7029  •   travelwithkarencarr@gmail.com


