
Habitat Sorting Activity 
Teacher Instructions  

 

Please complete this activity with your class prior to your visit to the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History. 

Lesson time: 35 minutes 

Supplies: Habitat sorting activity pages 1, 2, and 3 for every student (a master copy is 
included in your packet from CMNH, and is also available as a printable PDF at 
http://cmnh.org/site/Inspire.aspx) scissors, pencils, and crayons/colored pencils (optional). 

Content Statement:  Living things function and interact with their physical environments. 
Living things cause changes in the environments where they live; the changes can be very 
noticeable or slightly noticeable, fast or slow.  

Overview:  In this teacher guided classroom activity, students will be introduced to some of 
the most basic methods that scientists use to sort animals: by their habitats and diets.   They 
will cut out their set of 12 animal cards and then place them on the corresponding circles on 
the two sorting pages.  The first sorting sheet (page 2) “You can find me in my habitat”  
includes the categories “The Forest” , “The Water”, and “The City.” The habitat page includes 
a space where the students may draw a picture of their own habitat.  The second sorting 
sheet (page 3) “What do I like to eat?” includes the categories:  I eat- “Plants”, “Meat”, and 
“Plants and Meat”. The diet page includes blanks for the students to fill in herbivore, 
carnivore, and omnivore under the corresponding graphics. Each sorting page has secondary 
activities as well. 

Step 1:  Pass out page 1 (the animal card sheet) and identify the 12 animals.  Most are 
common and the students should recognize them.  They include: deer, snake, owl, 
Dunkleosteus  (Dunk-ul-ah-stee-us), rabbit, turtle, human, raccoon, Tyrannosaurus rex, 
mammoth, fox, and fish. 

The Dunkleosteus is an extinct, 380 million year old Devonian period fish that preyed on 
sharks and other fish.  Fossils of this species can be found right here in the Cleveland area 
because during the Devonian period the whole region was covered by a shallow sea.   Your 
students will see a Dunkleosteus fossil when they visit the Museum.    

Suggested discussion question:  Have you seen any of these animals in your 
neighborhood?  

Suggested discussion question:  Why are some of the animals not here any more 
(extinct)? (answer- their needs were no longer met) 

Optional- Students may color their animal cards.  



Step 2:  Have your students cut out their cards. 

Step 3:  Pass out page 2, labeled “What do I like to eat?”  Discuss the fact that different types 
of animals eat different things.  Some eat only plants and are called herbivores.  Some 
animals only eat meat and are called carnivores and some eat both plants and meat and are 
called omnivores. Have your students fill in the appropriate blanks. 

Answers: under plants- I am a herbivore, under meat- I am a carnivore, under plants and 
meat- I am an omnivore  

Suggested discussion question:  Are you an herbivore, omnivore, or carnivore?  

Optional- Students may color this page. 

Step 4: Have the students place their animal cards on the correct circles based on what the 
animals eat. 

Answers:  Plants- deer, rabbit, mammoth.  Meat- snake, owl, Dunkleosteus, Tyrannosaurus 
rex, fox. Plants and Meat- turtle, human, raccoon, fish. 

Step 5: Pass out page 3, labeled “You can find me in my habitat.”  Explain that a habitat is 
the place where an animal lives.  It is where it finds its food, water, and shelter.   Have the 
students draw a picture of their habitat in the circle labeled “draw your habitat.”  

Suggested discussion question:  Ask the students to describe their habitat and make sure 
they include the source of their food and water.  

Optional- Students may color this page. 

Step 6: Have the students place their animal cards on the correct habitats. 

Answers:  The Forest- deer, snake, owl, rabbit, raccoon, Tyrannosaurus rex, mammoth, fox 
The Water- turtle, fish, Dunkleosteus, (the snake may also be included in this category)  The 
City- humans (deer, owl, raccoon, and rabbit can also be included in this category).    

Suggested discussion question:  Can some of these animals be found in more than one 
habitat? Why? 

Have your students save their cards and sorting pages for later review.  

Optional follow up activities- The animal cards may be used to learn about different ways 
that scientists sort animals. Here are a few ways your students can sort the cards: alive or 
extinct, warm blooded or cold blooded, and fur, feathers, or scales. 

Suggested discussion question: Ask your students to come up with other ways to sort the 
animals into groups.   


