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American Larch 
(Larix laricina) 
 

The American larch is unique in that it is a needle-
bearing tree, but it is also deciduous (it drops its 
needles at the end of the season, and is bare 
through the winter). Larch trees prefer a moist 
location with soils that contain peat moss. Acidic 
soils are preferred. Mature larch trees can reach a 
height of up to 60 feet, and its limbs are strongly 
self-pruning, resulting in a clean and straight tree 
over time. The foliage is blue-green and the tree 
tends to have an open, thin shape. Fall foliage is 
extremely ornamental with vivid color displays of 
yellow and orange. 

Photo from Ohio Division of Natural 
Resources

 

 

 

 

 

American Basswood 
(Tilia americana) 
 
American basswood (also known as linden) is a 
lovely deciduous shade tree that can reach 
mature heights of 60 to 75 feet. In open areas 
it can grow to be a very wide tree. The leaves 
are large and heart-shaped. Flowers are white-
yellow and are extremely fragrant, and 
generally are in bloom in June. The flowers can 
be an exceptional source of nectar for many 
native pollinators, and pollination by 
honeybees will result in a good grade of 
honey. Fall color is bright yellow. Basswood 
grows best in partial shade or partial sun, but 
will tolerate full sun or even full shade. The 
fruits of basswood are prized by birds and 
small mammals. 

Photo from Gobotany.newenglandwild.org 



 

  

  

 

 

 

Sycamore 
(Platanus occidentalis) 
 
Sycamore is a native deciduous shade tree that 
is very distinctive. Prized as an ornamental tree 
for its exfoliating and multi-colored bark, 
sycamores also produce very large leaves that 
resemble the shape of maple leaves. Sycamores 
prefer moist soils and grow best along streams 
and creeks, but they will also grow very well in 
average garden soils, and are very adaptable to 
urban conditions. This fast-growing tree can 
reach a mature height of 60 to 100 feet. The tree 
produces large clusters of seeds that are eaten 
by wildlife. 

Photo from ETSU Arboretum. www.etsu.edu.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schumard Oak 
(Quercus schumardii) 
 
Shumard Oak is an outstanding native shade tree that 
is very long-lived, and very tolerant of tough soils 
and difficult urban conditions. The tree can reach a 
mature height of 60 to 80 feet with a large spreading 
crown. The acorns are prized by small mammals and 
birds. Fall color is orange-red and very ornamental. It 
will tolerate both dry and moist soil conditions, 
although it generally performs best in reasonably 
well-drained soils. 
 

Photo by Great Plains Nursery – Greatplainsnursery.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spicebush (Lindera benzoin) 
 
It is hard to say too many nice things about the 
native spicebush! This large shrub grows in full 
shade to partial sun and is well-adapted to 
poorly-drained soils, clay soils and will even grow 
in areas with periodic standing water. Yellow 
blooms appear on spicebush in the early spring 
before the shrub has leafed out. Spicebush is 
dioecious, meaning that you need both a male 
and a female specimen in order for the female 
shrubs to produce fruit. Bright red berries 
appear on female shrubs in the summer and fall. 
Spicebush can reach a mature height of 6 to 12 
feet. Its foliage has a distinct ‘spicy’ fragrance 
which makes it somewhat unpalatable to deer. 
Fall color is yellow. This is one of the Lake Erie – 
Allegheny Partnership’s native plants of the year. 

 

Photo by Judy Semroc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Diervilla 
(Diervilla lonicera)  
 
This native low-growing shrub grows in partial 
shade to full sun, reaching mature heights of 3 
to 5 feet. Its new foliage is highly ornamental in 
the spring, exhibiting shades of orange and red. 
This shrub spreads slowly, forming dense 
thickets that provide excellent cover for native 
birds. Flowers appear in early summer and are 
yellow and trumpet-shaped.  

 Photo by Judy Semroc 



 

 

 

 

Fragrant Sumac 
(Rhus aromatica) 
 
This low-growing native shrub has pleasantly 
fragrant foliage that and is extremely deer-
resistant. It grows best in full sun to partial 
shade, and reaches mature heights of 3 to 5 feet. 
Flowers are yellow clusters that appear in the 
spring. Bright red fall color is another 
ornamental characteristic of this plant. 
 

Photo from USDA‐NRCS PLANTS Database / Herman, D.E., et al. 
1996. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Virginia Rose 
(Rosa virginiana) 
 
The vibrant pink flowers of the Virginia rose 
make this an excellent choice for sunny areas.  
Virginia rose is native to eastern portions of 
the Lake Erie-Allegheny eco-region. Virginia 
rose is much more cold-hardy and disease-
resistant than non-native commercial roses. It 
can reach a mature height of 4 to 6 feet. It is 
generally a more low-growing rose, adding 
width faster than height. Flowers appear in 
summer, and can be long-blooming. Rose hips 
are edible and can be a source of food for 
native wildlife. 
 

Photo from https://gobotany‐dev.newenglandwild.org

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Virgin’s Bower 
(Clematis virginiana) 
 
This prolific native vine is at home in a location 
with moist soils, but it will also tolerate average 
garden soils. It grows in partial shade to full sun. 
It can be trained to grow on fences, trellises, or 
up trees. Showy white flowers appear on the 
vine in late summer and early fall and are mildly 
fragrant. Virgin’s Bower Clematis can climb to 
heights of 10 to 20 feet and can be aggressive in 
certain circumstances.  

 

Photo by Judy Semroc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gray Dogwood  
(Cornus racemosa) 
 
Gray dogwood is one of our toughest and 
sturdiest native shrubs. It prefers moist 
conditions but will also grow very well in average 
garden soils. The shrub spreads slowly by 
rhizomes and can form clonal stands. Pretty white 
flower clusters are borne on the shrub in mid-
summer, followed by white and blue berries in 
the late summer and fall. The shrub will grow in 
conditions ranging from full shade to full sun, but 
superior flowering occurs when the plant has 
ample sunlight. The shrub exhibits a great deal of 
deer resistance. It reaches a mature height of 
about 6 to 8 feet, but its size can be managed 
with pruning.  It is an excellent shrub for 
naturalizing but it can also be pruned in to a 
hedge for use in borders. It tolerates clay soils 
and poor drainage. 

 
Photo by Richard Howard, Smithsonian Institute 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Flat-topped Aster 
(Aster umbellatus) 
 
This year we are pleased to offer the 
host plant of the extirpated Harris 
Checkerspot Butterfly! Flat-topped 
aster prefers a moist location, and 
performs best in partially-sunny 
areas. It is one of the earliest-
blooming asters, with its white 
flowers appearing as early as August, 
and providing a source of nectar for 
a variety of native pollinators. It can 
reach a mature height of 5 feet  

Photo from Prairie Moon Nursery ‐‐ www.prairiemoon.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rattlesnake Master 
(Eryngium yuccifolium) 
 
This native prairie plant grows best in well-drained soils 
in full to partial sun. It will reach a mature height of 3-4 
feet tall. Spherical bristly white flowers are borne on 
stalks in late summer. Flower stalks shoot up from thick 
and succulent pointy leaves that resemble the foliage 
of yucca. It is an interesting conversation piece, 
especially when planted in mass. It can provide a nice 
backdrop in rock gardens and succulent gardens. 
Rattlesnake Master is a larval host plant for the Black 
Swallowtail Butterfly. 
 

 
Photo from Prairie Moon Nursery – 
www.prairiemoon.com 



 

 

 

 

Dwarf Crested Iris 

(Iris cristata) 
 
This small dainty iris grows in partial sun or partial 
shade. It only reaches a mature height of 6 to 9 
inches. Dwarf crested iris prefers soils that are 
rich in organic material, especially leaf humus. 
Pretty purple and white flowers bloom in April 
and are extremely showy. It can make an 
interesting low perennial border. 

 

 

 
Photo by Judy Semroc  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Goldenseal 

(Hydrastis canadensis) 
 
Goldenseal is an extremely hardy woodland 
wildflower which flourishes in mesic woodlands 
with dry to average soils. The plant produces 
clusters of large hairy leaves on which single 
white flowers are borne in early spring. The 
flowers in turn mature in to single red fruits. 
Fruits superficially resemble raspberries. It is a 
short plant, only maturing to a height of 1 foot. 

Photo by Prairie Moon Nursery – 
www.Prairiemoon.com 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This lesser-known species of milkweed is well-
suited for gardens. Its appearance is similar to 
common milkweed (Asclepias syriaca), but is 
significantly less invasive. Its flowers are 
slightly smaller than common milkweed, and 
its seed pods are smoother.  Flowers are pink 
and are extremely fragrant, blooming in late 
summer. It provides a source of nectar for 
many native bees and butterflies, and is a 
host plant for the native Monarch Butterfly. 
Plant Sullivant’s milkweed in full sun or partial 
sun in dry or moist soils. It can reach a mature 
height of 3 feet or more. 

Sullivant’s Milkweed 

(Asclepias sullivantii) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Prairie Moon Nursery – www.Prairiemoon.com 

Little Bluestem Grass 

(Schizachrium scoparium var. 
‘The Blues’) 
 
Little bluestem is one of the Lake Erie 
Allegheny Partnership’s 2016 ‘Native Plants of 
the Year’. Little Bluestem grows well in moist 
to average conditions and in full sun. It 
reaches a mature height of 2 to 3.5 feet tall. 
Foliage is blue-green and turns to bright 
orange in the autumn. Flower spikes grow 
above the foliage producing fluffy seed 
heads. 

Photo by Prairie Moon Nursery – www.Prairiemoon.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This low-growing shrub reaches a mature 
height of 1 to 2 feet and grows in shaded 
areas on the forest floor. It prefers a soil that 
is rich in organic materials, especially leaf 
humus, and grows best in soils that are at 
least slightly acidic. Moist or dry conditions 
are both acceptable for this plant. White bell-
shaped flowers bloom in the spring and are 
followed in the summer by small blue berries 
that are edible. 

Lowbush Blueberry 

(Vaccinium angustifolium) 

 

Photo from the University of Connecticut Plant Database ‐‐ 
Hort.Uconn.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayapple 

(Podophyllum peltatum) 
 
This distinctive native woodland plant 
produces leaves that resemble a small 
umbrella. The umbrella leaves are perched on 
a stem which can reach a mature height of 1 
to 2 feet. Large white flowers are produced 
on ‘double umbrella’ leaves and hang below 
the foliage. Flowers are followed by a large 
green fruit that resembles an apple and 
ripens to red. Fruits are poisonous during 
certain stages of their development and 
edible during other stages. Foliage persists 
through the majority of the growing season, 
but starts to fade in late summer. This plant 
looks especially good when it is planted in 
mass. Dry to average soils rich in organic 
material are preferred. 

 

Photo by Jennifer Anderson, hosted by the USDA‐NRCS PLANTS 
Database – Plants.usda.gov 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Running Strawberry 
Euonymus 

(Euonymus obovatus) 
 
This native deciduous plant is rhizomatous 
and serves as an excellent groundcover in 
woodland gardens. It tolerates full shade or 
partial sun, and grows well in both dry and 
moist soils. Its flowers are small and green-
yellow in color, blooming in the late spring. 
For best flowering, it is best to plant it in a 
location where it gets at least some sunlight. 
Flowers are followed by interesting red fruits 
that resemble strawberries. The plant 
primarily crawls along the ground, but some 
branches can curve up, reaching heights of 2 
feet or more. 

 

Eastern Prickly Pear Cactus 

(Opuntia humifusa) 
 
As hard as it is to believe, there is a species 
of cactus native to northeast Ohio! Prickly 
pear prefers a dry well-drained location 
with soil that has a significant sand 
component. For those lacking suitable areas, 
prickly pear can be planted in raised or 
mounded beds, where sandy soils can be 
built up on top of the native clay soils to 
improve drainage. Prickly pear grows best in 
full sun. Bright and cheery yellow flowers 
appear on the plant in the summer, which 
are followed by green fruits or ‘pears’ which 
are edible. This plant can be easily 
propagated from cuttings which are rooted 
from Individual ‘pads’ of the plant. This 
plant reaches a mature height of 6 to 12 
inches. 

 

Photo from the University of Michigan – Umich.edu 

Photo by Prairie Moon Nursery – www.Prairiemoon.com 



This interesting dwarf native fern 
grows well in shaded gardens in 
moist or well-drained locations, 
including rock gardens. Its fronds 
are thick, glossy, and evergreen, 
providing some semblance of 
winter interest in the landscape. 
It only reaches a mature height 
of 6 to 12 inches. It is excellent 
for naturalizing, and adds year-
round interest to woodland 
gardens dominated by spring 
ephemerals. 

Rock Polypody Fern 

(Polypodium 
virginianum) 
 

 

 

J.S. Peterson, hosted by the USDA‐NRCS PLANTS Database – plants.usda.gov 

Questions? – Please contact Garrett Ormiston at (216) 231‐4600, ext. 3352 or by email at gormisto@cmnh.org 


