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Amidst our metamorphosis, the Museum has remained a pillar for scientific literacy in Northeast Ohio and beyond. 
This fiscal year, we forged new partnerships in our community, nurtured our audiences’ connection to science 
and nature, and advanced our work to make science education available to everyone. Notable achievements 
included the opening of our Visitor Hall in October 2023. This welcoming community space presents some of our 
most iconic objects and specimens in a space that is free to all—and which highlights stories of groundbreaking 
discovery with deep ties to our region. Our Total on the Oval community watch party for the April 8, 2024 Total 
Solar Eclipse brought people together to celebrate a natural phenomenon the city hasn’t witnessed in centuries, 
igniting curiosity about the natural world. And throughout the year, we welcomed visitors to experience 
outstanding special guest lecturers and bestselling authors, sold-out planetarium shows, and dynamic science 
education programs. 

Throughout our efforts, the steadfast leadership of dedicated individuals has guided our vision and kept our 
mission in focus. The Museum’s Board Chair, Sally Zlotnick Sears, has been a steward of the Museum’s mission in 
every sense of the word. A longtime Museum supporter, Sears has been a Board Member since 2014 and was 
named Board Chair in 2021, becoming the first woman to hold that position. During her three-year term, she 
has played an invaluable role in the design and development of our new galleries and exhibits, in addition 
to serving as Co-Chair on our $150 million Transforming the World of Discovery campaign. As Sears’ term 
as Board Chair comes to an end in September 2024, I extend my deepest gratitude to her for her commitment 
to this role and for her ongoing advocacy for this Museum. Along with her husband Larry Sears, Sears’ passion 
for science education, her dedication to the Cleveland community, and her outstanding example of philanthropic 
leadership have inspired many others to follow her lead.  

Sears will be succeeded as Board Chair by Susan Donlan, who has served on the Museum’s Board of Directors 
since 2020. Donlan was elected as the Board’s Vice Chair in 2023, and has served on the Executive Committee, 
Advancement and Campaign Committee, and as the Co-Chair of the Community Engagement Committee. As the 
Chief Communications Officer at KeyBank, Donlan leads a team of communications professionals who deliver 
internal communications, media relations, and reputation management for the company. With more than 20 years 
of experience in communications and public affairs, she brings a wealth of invaluable knowledge and experience 
to her new role at the Museum. As Board Chair, Donlan’s expertise will be a tremendous asset as we work to make 
science education more relevant, responsive, and welcoming to all. 

All the successes represented in this report were made possible by the unwavering support of the Museum’s 
champions, partners, and supporters. Your belief in the Museum’s future—in this remarkable dream—has 
ushered the Cleveland Museum of Natural History into an extraordinary new era. As you read about the many 
achievements of the past fiscal year, I hope you reflect on how far we’ve come—and how each of us has a role to 
play in creating a better future for all. Thank you for supporting the mission of this pivotal institution. 

 
Sincerely,  

 

Sonia M. Winner 
President & CEO
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—Recommendations as to the Establishment of the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. 
Report of the Committee on Education of the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, December 17, 1919. 

 

…We believe that the time is not far distant when Cleveland will 

have a museum of natural history of which it may feel proud.“ “
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We are happy to be joining with a lot of other people in Cleveland in 

making this museum’s transformation possible. It will become one of 

the real jewels in the University Circle campus.

“ “

—Stephen Hoffman, Chairman of the Mandel Foundation



*Deceased
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